[bookmark: _GoBack]
 

Requirements:

1” Margins
Double Spaced (this is for our course purposes only; cover letters and statements are often written in single spacing)
Size 11-12 font
Heading appropriate to genre
No visual aids (again, this is for our course purposes only; you may alter this when you incorporate the personal narrative into your professional portfolio project)
500-700 words
 

In addition to your rough draft, you must also upload a brief, thoughtful cover letter (approximately 100–150 words) to your peers/TA. This cover letter should be uploaded in the same document and address the following:
• The main purpose for your writing (and which option you're selecting)

• What you feel you have successfully done over the course of your essay

• What you specifically feel you need feedback on

• One idea you have for revision

See further notes on this cover letter in the "Peer Review" video here.

 

Option 1: Personal Statement for Graduate School/Cover Letter for Employment

Perhaps the most common personal narrative, a personal statement provides future graduate schools or employers with a quick glimpse into who you are and how well you will fit into a program or workplace. These statements very often follow the formulaic essay style, as readers of these statements must sort through hundreds in a short amount of time. The keys for these statements are clarity and authority. Your job is to research the school or company/job and depict yourself in a way that shows readers why you are a good investment.

You may use this option as an opportunity to compose a statement for a real graduate school or job opening; or you may respond to the prompt below, which is similar to many prompts for graduate school:

How have you made use of your education for the betterment of the community around you? How will your research/scholarship in our program allow you to further develop your communities?
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